
M.E.T.E.R.S. Newsletter – November 2010 Addendum
A monthly publication of the Middle East Tennessee Emergency Radio Service (METERS), Inc.  METERS is a registered, non-profit, service organization based in Knoxville, serving all the surrounding area.
	Our mailing address is:

Middle East Tennessee Emergency Radio Service, Inc.

PO Box 52126

Knoxville, TN  37950
	Our website address is:

http://www.metersinc.org .

Our club call sign is KC4EM.




General membership meetings are normally held at 7 PM, on the 4th Tuesday every month. Our next meeting will be held on the 5th Tuesday, November 30th, 2010 and the meeting will be at the Tennessee Technology Center, Liberty Rd, Knoxville at 6:30 pm.  Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join METERS and assist in meeting the needs of our served agencies.  The Google map for 1100 Liberty Street can be found here: 
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=111871160967305163860.00047442f3b71a0302a71&z=19
Members’ submissions are invited for this newsletter, in plain text format, subject to space available and editing. Editor: John Randle K9RSQ; e-mail to K9RSQ”at sign”TDS.NET ; Phone (865) 675-1293, or mail to: John Randle, 10625 Summit Mtn Ct, Knoxville, TN 37922.  
Vice President’s Statement for November 2010 
By Dave Garner K4YRK

Editor’s Note:  The following timely article somehow made it into the internet’s bit bucket and was not included in the original METERS November 2010 News Letter.  Due to the timeliness of the article this addendum is being distributed.
Meters New Mobile Unit
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METERS entered a new chapter in our history this month with the addition of a mobile communications vehicle.  This vehicle came into our organization as a donation by Knoxville TV station WATE.  

We were offered the vehicle at no cost to us.  We had to move the vehicle off their lot as soon as possible.  METERS Board of Directors voted on the issue and decided to accept the vehicle.  We were told by WATE that the vehicle was running two years ago and was to be donated to METERS as is.   

The vehicle, called Mobile One at this time, is a 1989 Chevrolet Suburban Silverado

3 quarter ton 4-wheel drive, with off-road capability. It comes equipped with 30 foot boom antenna mast with emergency generator and equipment racks.  The vehicle has 5.4 L (384 cu in) V8 gasoline engine with 4-speed automatic transmission.  The vehicle was said to be well maintained until the past two years.  It does have some rust spots but the body is sound and the engine appears to be in good shape.   We will need to sand the rust spots and paint them with primer before the winter sets in to stop additional rust.  

Alan Sims, KG4MMG, a METERS member and master mechanic has offered to store the vehicle and help restore it.  After an initial survey of the vehicle, Alan has assessed it to be sound and appears to offer no major problems to making it road worthy again.  We will proceed with care in bringing the engine and drive train back to life.  The first item we will need is a new battery for it and we expect to purchase one very soon.

A task force has been established by our membership to oversee this work and if you are interested in helping out contact Meters VP Dave Garner, K4YRK, to be added to the group.  The restoration group will began to hold work sessions in the near future.

The vehicle is now called Mobile One, but our organization has yet decided on the final name and we are asking our members to suggest a name for the vehicle.  Send your suggestions to Dave Garner, K4YRK, at dgarner@usit.net.

What will the unit be used for, you might ask?   The first use will be a mobile communications unit with capability on VHF and HF frequencies.  We will hope to add digital capability as well.   The work on outfitting the unit with communications will began after the vehicle is made road worthy and safe.

The unit will also serve as a mobile command center and as a backup for our served agencies.  The fact that it has off-road capabilities is a big plus for our group and a great additional capability to our served agencies.

We will add a heavy duty tow bar to the unit so that we can tow the Jack Goforth Communications Trailer when needed.

The Jack Goforth Communications Trailer is also being made available to METERS for emergency use.  This communications unit is a combined effort by several local ham clubs, METERS, and the Boy Scouts local district.  The unit is already stocked with VHF and HF radio and emergency power and will add additional capability to our organization.  With our Mobile One vehicle, we will be able to tow the Goforth Communications Unit into deployment and have capability for joint or separate use at an event or disaster scene.

Mobile One, once it is made presentable with a new paint job, our logos, and other; offers considerable public relations possibilities for local events that we already do such as races and also use in parades in the future.

METERS is in the final stages of preparing a 501-C application for non-profit so that we may ask for government, public, and corporate contributions that may go for support of this and other METERS projects.

The additional of this vehicle gives METERS new capabilities that did not exist before and offers an exciting new opportunity for our organization members to take part in.

Dave Garner

K4YRK

Vice President Meters Inc.

73’s & QRT
de K9RSQ
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