
M.E.T.E.R.S. Newsletter – November 2010
A monthly publication of the Middle East Tennessee Emergency Radio Service (METERS), Inc.  METERS is a registered, non-profit, service organization based in Knoxville, serving all the surrounding area.
	Our mailing address is:

Middle East Tennessee Emergency Radio Service, Inc.

PO Box 52126

Knoxville, TN  37950
	Our website address is:

http://www.metersinc.org .

Our club call sign is KC4EM.




General membership meetings are normally held at 7 PM, on the 4th Tuesday every month. Our next meeting will be held on the 5th Tuesday, November 30th, 2010 and the meeting will be at the Tennessee Technology Center, Liberty Rd, Knoxville at 6:30 pm.  Licensed Amateur Radio Operators are invited to join METERS and assist in meeting the needs of our served agencies.  The Google map for 1100 Liberty Street can be found here: 
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=111871160967305163860.00047442f3b71a0302a71&z=19
Members’ submissions are invited for this newsletter, in plain text format, subject to space available and editing. Editor: John Randle K9RSQ; e-mail to K9RSQ”at sign”TDS.NET ; Phone (865) 675-1293, or mail to: John Randle, 10625 Summit Mtn Ct, Knoxville, TN 37922.  
Guest Column for November 2010 
Hope and Change – Some Challenges for METERS

By Larry Osterman W8JYQ, Past President

Thanksgiving is almost here, and the leaves have fallen, signaling changes ahead. We've had some changes in our duty roster, as we do every year, so it seemed appropriate to say Thanks to all who have served our group in both elected and appointed positions this past year (and more). Dan Gainer K4DNG did a great job as VP and Training Officer over the past two years, and Dave Ogle KE4YBZ has served on the Board with distinction and reliability over many years as Treasurer and Board Member at Large. Only through the service of such dedicated officers are we able to achieve our goals. Both have been and are a valued resource to our group. Thanks to both. 

Recently we received word that two reliable Special Officers will need replacement: Cathi Cogle K4TMW our Net Manager, and Carter Cogle K4ARO our Points Administrator. Both have been a valued asset to our group and not easily replaced. I have agreed to step in for a few months as Net Manager, and perhaps longer as Points Administrator, but our President Sam KA4APE is looking for longer term volunteer(s) for these positions. If you are willing to serve please talk to Sam soon. This would be an interesting assignment that is critical to our net operations. 

Our group is on the verge of some exciting new opportunities: our pending 501c3 non-profit tax status, and the renovation of the WATE donated communications vehicle. This latter is a Chevy Suburban with 4-wheel drive that came equipped with a rotating directional mast and already-mounted equipment rack with control systems ready for radios of our choosing. VP Dave K4YRK and Alan KG4MMG are seeking members to work on this project. Thanks to both and to all who are committing to these efforts to enhance METERS.        

May you all have a great Thanksgiving with family and friends, and the best meal you can afford in these tough economic times. While giving thanks for your food, please remember to give thanks for our veterans and those currently serving overseas. And let's give thanks that the 2010 Election is over and our representatives can now focus on solving our problems. 

Hope to see you all at the Nov. 30th meeting (don't miss this speaker) and our annual Christmas Party on Dec. 14th at Shoney's on Lovell Road. 

73. Larry O. W8JYQ

Net Notes – November 2010
 

ARRL Activities ….
The following is re-printed from The ARRL Letter Published by the American Radio Relay League, November 11,  2010 copyright The ARRL Letter/American Radio Relay League.
==> FCC NEWS: FCC ISSUES REPORT AND ORDER ON VANITY AND CLUB STATION

CALL SIGNS

   In November 2009, the FCC issued a Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) -- WT Docket No. 09-209 -- seeking to amend the Commission's Amateur Radio Service rules to clarify and codify existing procedures governing the vanity call sign system. The NPRM also sought to revise

certain rules applicable to club stations. The ARRL submitted its comments to the FCC on March 26. On Monday, November 8, 2010, the FCC issued a Report and Order with its decisions. These new rules will take effect 60 days after publication in the Federal Register.

In the Report and Order, the FCC amended and clarified its rules with respect to Amateur Service vanity call signs "in order to promote processes that are more equitable and administratively efficient." The FCC has amended its vanity call sign rules to clarify the date on which the call sign associated with a license that is canceled due to the licensee's death becomes available for reassignment. The R&O also clarifies the exceptions to the general rule that a call sign is

unavailable to the vanity call sign system for two years after the license terminates. As for club stations, the FCC has placed limits on who can file applications on behalf of a club, how many vanity call signs a club can hold and how many clubs can have the same license trustee. Read more here <http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-issues-em-report-and-order-em-on-vanity-and-club-station-call-signs>.
==> THE DOCTOR IS IN: PACEMAKERS AND RF

Schley Cox, W4AMW, of Owensboro, Kentucky, told the Doctor that he's headed to see the cardiologist next week about a pacemaker. He's already started researching their use around RF and says he is happy to go all low power (QRP), if that's what's called for. Schley mentioned

that he might also be able to operate his rig remotely -- perhaps 20 feet away, but he needs to know how to measure stray RF in the shack itself.

Here's what the Doctor had to say:

   I haven't received actual reports of any pacemaker problems and that seems to go along with the info on the ARRL Web site <http://www.arrl.org/pacemaker>. Note that there are no power levels

(or field strength) limits noted there, nor have I found any on manufacturers' Web sites. Thus knowing the actual field strength level in the station may not help. If it were me, I would start by talking to my physician. She won't be able to give you power limits, but perhaps could indicate symptoms to watch for while on the air so you could take appropriate action quickly if called for.

I would start with a careful RF safety evaluation, as required by the FCC anyway. While the FCC guidelines were not based on pacemaker interference, they should result in a reasonably safe environment. If your station is properly set up -- without common mode feed line current, for example -- most radiation should surround the antenna and there should not be much RF within the shack.

Calibrated RF field strength meters are available, but are quite expensive. Relative measurement is pretty easy -- look at any recent ARRL Handbook. If you had a simple field strength meter running at all times in the station (I'm thinking the diode and microampmeter type that doesn't require power), you could see if anything changed, and diagnose and repair as needed.

Thanks Doctor! Do you have a question or a problem? Send your questions via e-mail <doctor@arrl.org> or to "The Doctor," ARRL, 225 Main St, Newington, CT 06111 (no phone calls, please). Look for "The Doctor Is IN" every month in QST <http://www.arrl.org/qst>, the official journal of the ARRL.

==> ON THE AIR: W1AW ANNOUNCES WINTER OPERATING SCHEDULE

With the switch from Daylight Saving Time to Standard Time, W1AW Station Manager Joe Carcia, NJ1Q, has updated the W1AW operating schedule to reflect the change. The standard times have not changed, but the UTC times have. Read more here <http://www.arrl.org/news/w1aw-announces-winter-operating-schedule>.

==> ARRL SAYS "THANK YOU" TO VETERANS

On Thursday, November 11, here in the US and abroad, we celebrate Veterans Day, also called Remembrance Day or Armistice Day. Originally a holiday that marked the end of World War I -- the "War to End All Wars" -- this day has been set aside to honor all who have served their country. It was on November 11, 1918, on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, that Germany signed the Armistice, formally ending the hostilities that had been ongoing since 1914.

   The ARRL would like to take this opportunity to thank our service veterans. Whether they served on active duty or reserve, during peace time or time of conflict, they served their county with honor. We also would be remiss if we did not remember the families of those veterans

who kept the homefires burning bright; without their love and support, our veterans would have indeed been alone.

ARRL Headquarters has its share of service veterans: Contributing Editor Al Brogdon, W1AB (Army); Publications Sales Associate Mark Dzamba, KB1FMY (Air Force); Assistant VEC Manager Perry Green, WY1O (Army); Technical Editor Joel Hallas, W1ZR (Army); News Editor S. Khrystyne Keane, K1SFA (Coast Guard); DXCC Manager Bill Moore, NC1L (Army); Reprints Specialist Tony Nesta, AA1RZ (Navy); Membership and Volunteer Programs Manager Dave Patton, NN1N (Navy); Technical Relations Specialist Jon Siverling, WB3ERA (Army); Field and Regulatory Correspondent Chuck Skolaut, K0BOG (Air Force); Education & Technology

Program Coordinator Mark Spencer, WA8SME (Air Force), and Archivist Perry Williams, W1UED (Air Force).

Thank you for your service -- your sacrifice and the sacrifice of your fellow service members is not forgotten.

Editor's Notes – November 2010
By John Randle, K9RSQ / Editor

News Letter Editor Needed:

The December 2010 issue will be the last news letter under my “editorship”.  Anyone interested in assuming the responsibilities for this task should contact the METERS President and make their intentions known.  Hopefully a seamless transition to the new editor can be effected.
Swap & Shop ….

METERS is providing this information solely as a courtesy to its members.   The accuracy of any and all listings is the responsibility of the listing party.  METERS accepts no responsibility for editing errors.  All items are subject to prior sale or withdrawal.  If any member would like to post a listing in the next issue, please email it to me at "k9rsq(at sign)tds.net".  Depending on the level of interest generated, this service may or may not be continued subsequent, issues. 
The following items were submitted by Joe, KG4RED.  Please contact him at 865-776-2551 for further information:

 

A. ICOM  IC-82 Hand Talkie  $100.00 or best offer

 

B. 48 Ft. Rohm 25 with base plate  $250.00 or best offer.

73’s & QRT
de K9RSQ

PAGE  
1

