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MIDDLE EAST TENNESSEE EMERGENCY RADIO SERVICE, INC. 

 P.O. Box 52125 Knoxville, Tennessee 37950-2126 

            CONSTITUTION 

 (effective February 23,2016) 

 ARTICLE I 

 Name, Governance and Affiliation 

The name of this organization shall be the Middle East Tennessee Emergency Radio Service, Inc. 

(hereinafter referred to as METERS), a not-for-profit, 501C (3) Public Benefit organization, 

incorporated in the State of Tennessee. METERS shall be governed by its Board of Directors and 

membership who shall comply with federal, state and local laws which shall govern when in conflict 

with this constitution and these by-laws. METERS is an American Radio Relay League (ARRL) “Affiliated 

Club”. 

 ARTICLE II 

 Purpose 

The purpose of METERS is to support government and non-government agencies when requested and 

provide emergency communications during incidents or events; to  promote the interest in Amateur 

Radio communication and experimentation; and to  further the advancement of the radio art. 

 ARTICLE III 

 Membership 

Section 1.  ELIGIBILITY FOR CLUB MEMBERSHIP.  Subject to the provisions of Article I of the ByLaws, 

any individual, without a felony conviction and of good moral character and reputation, may be 

granted  membership in METERS. Additional membership categories may be established as deemed 

necessary and set forth in the By-Laws.  There shall be no discrimination based on religion, race, color, 

nationality, gender identification or disabilities.  
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Section 2.  MEMBERSHIP BY APPLICATION. Membership in METERS shall be initiated and acquired by 

application only.  An application to join METERS shall be made on forms available on the METERS 

website. Applicants shall be sponsored by a member in good standing. If an applicant is in need of a 

sponsor, the Board will appoint one.  The applicant shall be directed to the METERS web site where a 

copy of the METERS Constitution and By-Laws can be found. He/she will acknowledge that if accepted 

into METERS, he/she  agrees to abide by the provisions of these documents.  The sponsor will submit 

the application together with the annual dues to the membership chairperson or any METERS Board 

member, who, after review by the membership committee, shall submit the application to the Board 

of Directors together with the membership committee’s recommendation.  The Board of Directors will 

advise the membership on the Board’s recommendation concerning the application.  A two-thirds 

favorable vote by the Board shall be required to advance the application to the METERS membership. 

In the event of rejection by either the Board or the membership, the applicant’s dues shall be 

returned in full.  Voting is to take place during a regularly scheduled meeting. The sponsor will present 

the applicant who must also be present at the meeting during which the application for membership 

is voted upon.  An affirmative vote by seventy-five percent (75%) of the members present in person 

and voting is required for membership.  Voting may be made by acclamation or written ballot at the 

discretion of the President. 

Section 3.  FORFEITURE OF MEMBERSHIP.  A member may be expelled from METERS after 

recommendation by the Membership Committee and/or by any member of the Board of Directors. 

Loss or revocation of amateur radio privileges by the Federal Communications Commission or failure 

to renew an amateur radio license shall be cause for removal of a  member. In addition, failing to 

behave in a manner that exemplifies the spirit of the radio amateur or  being convicted of a felony 

shall be cause for expulsion. Members who are charged with a felony shall be suspended pending the 

outcome of the felony charge. The Board of Directors shall make the decision regarding forfeiture of 

membership with their majority vote necessary to remove the member.  The member to be expelled 

shall be notified by the Secretary of the Board’s  motion for removal together with the reasons 

thereof within ten (days) of the Board’s decision.  

                                                                                    ARTICLE IV 

                                                                                      Officers 

Section 1. OFFICERS. The officers of METERS shall be President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, 

Operations Officer and  Board Member at Large. The officers shall perform the duties prescribed in 

Article III of the METERS By-Laws and abide by the Parliamentary Practices cited in Article VIII, Section 

2 of the METERS By-Laws.  

Section 2. TERM OF ELECTED OFFICERS.  The President, Vice President and Member at Large shall each 

be elected to a term of one year commencing on October first. They shall  each be eligible for 

re-election  to a second consecutive one-year term. The Secretary and the Treasurer shall each be 

elected to a term of two years and shall each be eligible for re-election to a second two year term. 

However, the terms of these two offices shall be staggered such that the term of the Secretary shall 

begin on October first of odd numbered years and that of treasurer shall commence on October first 
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of even numbered years. The Operations Officer serves for a one-year term and can be re-elected for 

a maximum of three (3) consecutive terms. With the exception of the Operations Officer, no member 

shall be eligible to serve more than two consecutive terms in the same office. However, after one year 

being out of the previously held office, the member may once again seek election to that same office. 

In no event, however, shall any individual hold any officer position for more than four (4) consecutive 

years. 

Section 3. HOLDING MULTIPLE OFFICES. No member may hold more than one office at any time 

except that the Board of Directors may allow for the offices of Secretary and Treasurer to be 

combined. In no event, however, shall any officer hold more than one vote on any single matter being 

voted upon.  

Section 4. REMOVAL. Any officer of METERS may be removed from office for good cause by 

seventy-five percent (75%) vote of the METERS membership present and eligible to vote during a 

regular meeting. 

                                                                                    ARTICLE V 

                                                                             Board of Directors 

Section 1. MEMBERS. The members of the Board of Directors shall be the President,Vice President, 

Secretary, Treasurer, Operations Officer, and Member at Large.  

Section 2.  QUORUM. The presence, in person, of a majority of the Officers  shall constitute a quorum 

at any meeting of the Board of Directors.  Except as otherwise specifically provided, the act of a 

majority of the Directors present at any meeting of the board shall be the act and decision of the 

entire Board of Directors. 

Section 3. DUTIES AND POWERS. In addition to those duties and powers, expressed and implied, set 

forth elsewhere in this Constitution and By-Laws, the Board of Directors shall have the following 

duties and powers: 

(a) It shall constitute the executive board of METERS and be responsible for the execution of its 

policies.  

(b) It shall authorize all expenditures and shall not create any indebtedness beyond the current liquid 

assets less liabilities of METERS, nor authorize disbursal of METERS funds for purposes inconsistent 

with METERS business and policy. 

(c) It shall have power to modify, override or rescind the action of any officer of METERS. 

(d) It shall maintain funds and be governed by generally accepted accounting practices. 
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                                                                               ARTICLE VI 

                                                                     CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Section 1.  Definition: A conflict of interest occurs when a person under a duty to promote the 

interests of METERS (a “fiduciary”) is in a position to promote a competing interest instead. 

Fiduciaries include all METERS Officers and members of any METERS Committee. Undisclosed or 

unresolved conflicts of interest are a breach of duty to act in the best interests of METERS and work to 

the detriment of the organization. 

Section 2. Typical Conflict Situations: Conflicts of interest are likely to arise whenever a fiduciary has a 

personal interest in a vendor of goods or services to METERS. 

Section 3. Discharging Conflicts of Interest: All conflicts of interest must be disclosed to the Board of 

Directors. After disclosure is made, the individual with a conflicting interest must not participate in 

judging the merits of that interest. That is, such individual must abstain from voting on, or 

recommending a course of action with respect to,the situation giving rise to the conflict.  

Section 4: Preventing Conflict Situations: METERS, through its Board of Directors, shall encourage all 

fiduciaries to prevent conflicts of interest where possible i.e.: 

a. Fiduciaries should refuse to enter into self-dealing relationships with METERS as a vendor. 

b. Fiduciaries should not accept anything but gifts of insubstantial value from vendors. 

                                                                                 ARTICLE VII 

                                                                                 Dissolution 

Section 1: Dissolution: The dissolution of METERS may be achieved by a seventy-five percent (75%) 

vote of all eligible voting members of METERS who are attending a regular meeting in person or have 

mailed a written ballot to the METERS official postal address at least five (5) working days prior to 

such meeting.    The motion to dissolve METERS will be published to the members through electronic 

means at least twenty-eight (28) calendar days prior to the meeting at which the vote on the 

dissolution is to be taken.  

Section 2: Upon the dissolution of METERS, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making 

provisions for payment of all of the liabilities of METERS, dispose of all of the assets of the 

organization  in such manner, or to such organization or organizations organized and operated 

exclusively for charitable, educational, religious, literary or scientific purpose as shall at the time 

qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under SECTION 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue 

Code of 1954, or the corresponding provision of any future Internal Revenue Law, as the Board of 

Directors shall determine, or such sums may be disposed of as otherwise provided by the laws of the 

State of Tennessee. 
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     ARTICLE VIII 

                                                                                   Amendments 

Section 1. AMENDING PROCEDURE. This constitution may be amended at any regular meeting of 

METERS, by the affirmative vote of seventy-five percent (75%) of the members present in person and 

voting. 

Section 2. NOTICE. No amendment shall be put to vote, unless written notice, stating the proposed 

amendment shall have been published to the members through  electronic means at least 

twenty-eight (28) calendar days prior to the meeting at which the vote on the proposed amendment 

is to be taken. 

Record of Changes 

Each version of the Constitution shall be maintained by the Secretary and accompanied by the 
appropriate meeting minutes. 

Date Approved Article(s) Changed Brief Description of Changes 
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